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Minecraft: More Than a Game?

By Tracy Vonder Brink
2023

Minecraft was created in 2011 and has since béc’dm”e__the__b'_es_t-se!ﬁhg'v_'f_deb; game of all time. In
this informational text, quthor Tracy Vonder Brink explains what makes Minecraft special. - G

As you read, take notes on what makes Mmecra_ft Sﬁécial.

[1] Picture playing in a sandbox when you were
little, where you were free to build whatever
you wanted. Now picture a simple idea like
this turning into one of the most popular
video games of all time. Between 2to 3
million people play Minecraft every day. It's
played in the United States, China, Germany,
Brazii, and in many other countries. Minecraft
is fun, but some feel that what makes it so
popuiar is that it's much more than just
another video game, Let's look at some of the
reasons why this game is special.

.1 “Untitled™ by Mika Baumeister is licensed
It May Make You More Creative under CCO.

Minecraft is called a “sandbox game” because its players can create their own world within the
game. It's a bit like when you used your imagination in the sandbox. Minecraft is an open world
where you can explore and create anything you can imagine. That's especially true in the
game's Creative Mode,? where nothing can hurt your character and you have everything you
need to build freely.

In 2019, a study done at lowa State University found that playing Minecraft may make players
more creative. In the study, 352 students either played Minecraft, watched a TV show, or played
a racecar video game. After 40 minutes of screen time, they were asked to do four activities®
that tested their creativity. Players who had used Minecraft's Creative Mode scored higher on

1. able to make or do something new or with imagination
2. away of doing something
3. Activity (noun) actions of a particular kind
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the tests than the other students. That may be because the Minecraft players were able to use
their imaginations in the game. So, it's possible that being creative in Minecraft transfers to real
life. But more studies would need to be done to see if that's true.

Teachers Love It, Too

“With something as open-ended as Minecraft, I'm a firm believer that you could teach any
subject with this game,” says Joel Levin, who is nicknamed “The Minecraft Teacher” because he
ioves using the game in his class so much. Schools usually don't want kids to play video games,
but Minecraft is different, Teachers are using the game to teach everything from math to
history to computer coding.4 Students often seem to fearn better during these lessons because
playing Minecraft doesn't seem like work. Teachers have also found that completing a Minecraft
project in a group helps students learn to work together.

In 2016, the company that owns the game launched a speciai editionsjust for schools. It has a
website where teachers can find lessons to use in their classrooms. For example, one lesson
lets kids explore frozen worlds to learn what Earth’s cold habitats® are like. Books have also
been written about how to learn coding in Minecraft. So, even if a school doesn't use the game
in class, kids can find those kinds of books in a library and learn on their own.

It Can Help Change the World

in Minecraft, players can design and build houses, castles, cities and more. Now some countries
are using Minecraft's in-game building to help people improve where they live in the real world.
In 2012, the United Nations’ and the company that owns Minecraft formed a group called Block
by Block. The group runs workshops in communities® that want to improve their public spaces
by building places such as parks and playgrounds. The workshops use Minecraft to help local®
kids design what they might like to see in a public space. Then the kids present their ideas to
community leaders. It's a way to give everyone a voice in improving where they live.

Communities can also apply to have Biock by Block help pay for and build their projects. That

4, Computer coding is the process of changing ideas, solutions, and instructions into the
language that the computer can understand.

5. Edition (noun) a certain book, magazine, newspaper, or video game that s made at one
time

6. the natural home of an animal or plant

7. agroup of many nations that work towards world-wide peace and creating friendships
among countries

8. Community (noun) a group of people who live close together

9. Local (adjective) people from a particular area, city, or town
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means that a project that started in a kid's imagination in Minecraft might be built in the real
world! So far, Block by Block has run workshops and helped build projects in more than 35
countries,

Players often grow bored by the same game after a while, but Minecraft has been around for 10
years and is still growing. Creativity, in-school learning, and using it in real life make Minecraft
different from many other games, Today, you can even find t-shirts, plushies, and other toys
hased on its most popular characters. Allowing people to create whatever they want in an open
world keeps them coming back for more.

"Minecraft: More Than a Game?" by Tracy Yonder Brink. Copyright © 2023 by Commondlit, Inc. This
text is licensed under CC BY-NC-5A 4.0.

Unless otherwise hoted, this content is licensed under the CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license
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Text-Dependent Questions

Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete
sentences,

1. What is the main idea of the text?

A.  There are many pros and cons of playing Minecraft.

B.  Video games are the most important invention of our time.

C.  Minecraft can help people and communities learn and grow.

D.  People who play video games are smarter than those who do not.

2. Which statement from the article shares an opinion about Minecraft?

A.  "Picture playing in a sandbox when you were little, where you were free to
build whatever you wanted." (Paragraph 1)

B.  "352 students either played Minecraft, watched a TV show, or played a
racecar video game." (Paragraph 3)

C.  "P'ma firm believer that you could teach any subject with this game,’ says
Joel Levin, who is nicknamed 'The Minecraft Teacher' because he loves
using the game in his class so much." (Paragraph 4)

D.  "Teachers are using the game to teach everything from math to history to
computer coding." (Paragraph 4)

3. How does paragraph 3 support the author's main points?

A. It explains that Minecraft is helpful in making communities stronger.

B. it shows that playing Minecraft might be a good way to improve fearning.

C. It shows that playing Minecraft has been proven to make students
smarter.

D. ltexplains that Minecraft is being used in many different kinds of
experiments,

4. Whatis the meaning of the word "launched" as it is used in paragraph 5 of the text?

A, sentup

B removed
C. held onto
D introduced
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5. How does the author support the claim that Minecraft is "more than just another
video game"? {Paragraph 1)
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Discussion Questions

Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be
prepared to share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. Many people enjoy playing video games like Minecraft. How do shared interests
bring people together? What hobbies or activities do you tike to do with others?

2. Do you play video games? What types of games do you like to play? How would you
like to see video games used in the classroom or other parts of society?

3. The author of the text presents reasons why Minecraft is important. Do you think
technology is impartant? What are some of the positive outcomes of using
technology? What are some of the negative outcomes of using technology?

4. Video games like Minecraft are often played alone or online with friends, Do you
think friendships can be as strong online as they are in person? Why or why not?
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Name; Class:

The Troll Maker

By Gail Skroback Hennessey
2021

Peopie often d.rscard or throw away, thmgs that are no longer useful to them. In th:s text an
artist has an unusual ldea to address the world s. trash prob!em. SRRSO

As you read take notes on Thomas Dambo s solutton to the trash problem. __ |

[11 Thomas Dambeo, an environmental® artist in
Denmark, thinks big. In 2010, he started his
first farge-scale project: building birdhouses.
He and his crew ended up creating 4,000 of
them. Now he makes giant trolls. So far, 59
trolls can be found at locations all around the
world.

His creations are made entirely from items
people have thrown away, such as discarded
wooden pallets, old fencing, and broken
sheds. It's important to him that he doesn't
add to the growing landfills on our planet. He “Lilia" by Ollie jones is licensed under CCO.
thinks of discarded items as art supplies and a

source of Enspiration.2

Thomas recently took some time to talk about how his childhood set him on a path toward the
work he does now,

Treasure Hunting

As a kid, 1 wanted to build all sorts of things, from a skateboard ramp to a castle or tree house
in my backyard. | had lots of energy and creativity, 4 The problem was that a kid doesn't have
the money to purchase supplies. | started to bike around the neighborhood fooking for

having to do with the natural world

something that gives someone an idea

Energy (noun) a feeling of power

the skill to make or do something new or with imagination

Eall e
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discarded wood, rope, and other items that | could use to create things.

In 7th grade, a girl in my class gave me a good plece of advice. She told me | should take a
different route each day to experience samething new. | took her idea and learned all about my
city of Copenhagen, Denmark.

Today, | still use this idea of taking different routes as | search for trash left out on curbs. items
such as wire, ropes, wooden pallets, metal, old chair rollers, and plastic containers are just
waiting for me to think of a way to use them. If the items are small, | use “Tingfinder,” my bicycle
with a cart attached, to take home my “treasures.” | use a truck for the larger items.

Endless Possibilities®

When | was in school, we had a milk break. The containers had a plastic top. | realized that,
every single week, 500 kids used 2,500 plastic tops! | started asking if { could have the plastic
tops. What could | do with them? Make a big mosaic? A plastic snake? A large necklace? The
possibilities were endless,

Look at something and think not what it is but what it could become. You can build all sorts of
things from stuff that would be discarded. Be part of the sofution by playing with things that
don't create more trash.

A Dream Life

Trolls play an important role in Danish folklore. | used to listen to a lot of audiobooks setin the
Scandinavian fairy-tale universe. | like fairy tales because you can dream yourself into a world
where anything can happen.

I've always liked magic, trolls, nature, and travel. I've always liked to build big things with
recycled objects. All of these interests have combined into the perfect job for me.

My advice is to think about what you really love to do and let that guide you. Keep moving in the
direction you'd like to go.

All Highlights material is copyrighted by Highlights for Children, Inc., and/or various authors and
illustrators. Any commercial use or distribution of material without permission is strictly prohibited.
Please visit www.highlights.com for more information.

5. something that may happen
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Text-Dependent Questions

Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete
sentences,

1. Which alternate title best expresses the main idea of the article?

A, Milk Top Mosaics

B.  Finders Keepers, Losers Weepers

C.  Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them

D One Man's Trash is Another Man's Treasure

2. How does the author organize the information in the text?
A. by sharing details about the different troll sculptures Thomas Dambo has
made
B. by explaining how Thomas Dambo's early life made him who he is today
by showing why trash is such a large problem in our world today
D. by helping the reader picture what the troll art looks like

0N

3. Which detail from the article helps the reader understand that Thomas Dambo
thinks differently than most other people?

A, “As akid, | wanted to build all sorts of things, from a skateboard ramp to a
castle or tree house in my backyard." (Paragraph 4)

B. "l took her idea and learned all about my city of Copenhagen, Denmark."
{Paragraph b)

C.  "lrealized that, every single week, 500 kids used 2,500 plastic tops! |
started asking if | could have the plastic tops.” (Paragraph 7)

D. "llike fairy tales because you can dream yourself into a world where

anything can happen.” (Paragraph 9)

4, Which of the following best describes how Thomas Dambo sees trash differently
from most others?

A, While others see trash as a problem to fix, Thomas Dambo seesitas a

good thing.

B.  While others are throwing trash away, Thomas Dambo tries not to make
any trash.

C.  When others think something is trash, Thormas Dambo thinks that it could
still be useful.

D.  When others care about the things they throw away, Thomas Dambo sees
trash as a problem.
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5. How does Thomas Dambo's work show that he is "part of the solution” to the trash
problem (Paragraph 8)?
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Discussion Questions

Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be
prepared to share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1.

Thomas Dambo telis us to "look at something and think not what it is but what it
couid become." Look around your school or classroom and find something that
might be considered "trash." Then, use your imagination to think about alf of the
things that this piece of trash could become. As a creative extension, make a piece of
art out of the "trash” that you find. Afterwards, reflect on how making something out
of trash pushed you to think creatively.

The author shares that "it's important to him that he doesn't add to the growing
landfills on our planet,” Besides creating art from trash, what are some other things
that we can do to make sure that we are not adding more and more trash to our
landfilis? How can actions like Dambao’s help the environment? In your opinion are
actions like this enough, or should more be done to protect the environment? Why?

Thommas Dambo shares that "my advice is to think about what you really love to do
and let that guide you." What is something that you love to do? How could you use
what you really love to help you find a job that is perfect for you, as Dambo says?
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Skill Builder: Round Decimals
A decimal isanumber with ':*:'._3.5':__0}1@5 ;478\thousandths B
one or more digits to the o 'pl_ace fenths place
right of the decimal point. . place hundredths
| - place " -

Use the number line to round
4.28 to the nearest tenth.

Halfway number

428 is closer to 4.3 than to 4.2.

So,4.28 rounded to the nearest

tenth is - 4 3

Use place value to round 3,562 to
the nearest whole number.

ones 5=75,5s0
place 5 round up.
3.562 '
vV y
4

S0, 3.562 rounded to the nearest

whole numberis . 4 .

Copyright © Big ideas Learning, LLC.
All rights reserved.

3 Use the number line to round 3.37
to the nearest whole number.

Halfway number

3.37 is closer to than to

So, 3.37 rounded to the nearest

whole numberis = .

%

. Use place value to round 3.562 to
. the nearest hundredth.

hundredths

So, 3.562 rounded to the nearest
hundredthis = .

Skill Builder

1
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Skill Builder: Round Decimals

Round the number to the place of the underlined digit.

1. 6.29
<—————t——t+——+—>
6.20 6.25 6.30

3, 552 4. 3.282

7. 8605 8. 6.190

11. Round 0.24 to the nearest tenth.

13. Round 2.93 to the nearest
whole number.

15. Round 1.372.
Nearest whole number:
Nearest tenth:

Nearest hundredth: ;

17. You have $6.78. Round the amount to

the nearest whole number.

2 Skifl Builder

Date
2. 518
«——pt——t——tt—1
50 5.5 6.0
5. 4.098 6. 7.376

9. 16157 10. 28.342

12. Round 4.836 to the nearest
hundredth.

14. Round 0.137 to the nearest tenth.

16. Round 9.816.

Nearest whole number: = =

Nearest tenth:

Nearest hundredth:

Copyright @ Big Kdeas Learning, LLC.
Ali rights reserved.
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Skill Builder: Round Decimals

lcan use _;'o_l'ac_e :
value to round -
dec1mals '

Do

Round the number to the place of the
underlined digit.

1. 3.65

3. Round 6.718 to the nearest tenth.

4. Round 15.725 to the nearest hundredth.

Copyright © Big 1deas Learning, LLC. ; ;
All rights reserved. Skitl Builder 3
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% d o M Student Reviews
@ U et Day and Night Cycle & Orbits and Rotations

Day and Night Cycle

1. What causes the Sun to appear to move across the sky from East to West every day?
a. The Sun going around Earth
b. Earth orbiting the Sun
¢. Earth rotating on its axis
d. The moon rising at night

7. Which of these diagrams models the occurrence of day and night?

©

3. Which of these cycles is NOT a result of Earth’s rotation?
a. Occurrence of day and night
b. Occurrence of seasons
¢. Apparent movement of the Sun across the sky
d. The Sun appearing to rise in the East

Orbits and Rotations

1. The half of Earth that faces the Sun experiences daytime and the other halif experiences
nighttime. Which of the following movements causes day and night on Earth?
a. The rotation of the Sun
b. The rotation of Earth on its axis
¢c. The orbit of Earth around the Sun
d. The orbit of the Moon around Earth

2. Fillin the correct season for each position.
Position A:
Position B:
Position C:
Position D:

3. Which two of the following are true when we witness a full Moon?
a. The Moon revolves around Earth
b. Earth revolves around the Moon
¢. Earth is between the Sun and the Moon
d. The Moon is between the Sun and Earth



A Name

Date

Skill Builder: Use Strategies to Divide Decimals

Find the quotient: 38.4 + 12.

One Way: Use partial quotients.

12)_38.4

24

Another Way: Use a model.

3.0 0.2

S0,384+ 12 = 3.2 .

Copyright ® Big Ideas Learning, LL.C.
All rights reserved.

Find the quotient: 2.6 + 5.
One Way: Use partial quotients.

5126

— . zs5=
0.

. t 5=
0

Another Way: Use a model.

!

S0,26 5= .

Skilt Builder
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Skill Builder: Use Strategies to Divide Decimals

Find the guotient.

1. 1425+15= . 2. 18 +3=

4. 1344+16="

41104 N 16)134.4 o
G S+ 16=

6.4
.
O =

5 63+3= 6. 708+12=

Find the missing number,

9.  +28=18 10. 864+ = =16

p Skill Builder Copyright © Big Ideas Learning, LLC.
All rights reserved.
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Skill Builder: Use Strategies to Divide Decimals

Find the quotient.

2. 32214 =

3. 1848 + 21 =

Copyright © Big ideas Learning, LLC.
All righis reserved.

Date

"_:'_I_Cén understand
dividing decimals.

Skill Builder

3
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% duSmadt” Phases of the Moon
\@AUSmarl gy Milt Huling, PhD. & Alison SMith

For centuries, astronomers studied the patterns in the sky. They understood the Sun
provided light. When it is in the sky, we refer to this time as daytime. During the night,
astronomers saw tiny points of light. When the Sun was not in the sky, these points of light
were visible. When the Sun was in the sky, the tiny points of light could not be seen. We now
know these points of lights as stars and planets.

There was one other object that astronomers found curious. It provided some light to the night
sky. Its pattern was different from the Sun. Night after night, it appeared to change shape. It
rose and set at different times. Some nights, it was absent from the night sky. Other times, it
could be seen in the daytime. What was this curious object? Of course, it is our Moon, Luna.

We now know the Moon does not produce any light of its own. It only reflects light from
the Sun. As the Moon orbits Earth, we see different amounts of sunlight reflected off the
Moon. The Moon appears to change from completely dark to fully lit and back to completely
dark again. These changes are called phases of the Moon.

The New Moon phase occurs when the entire side of the Moon facing Earth is dark or unlit by
the Sun. This happens when the Moon is between Earth and the Sun. As the Moon revolves
around Earth, the Moon starts to show a little bit of the reflected light from the Sun.

By the end of one week, about half of
the Moon looks like it is lit. This




makes the Moon look like a half circle. This is called the First Quarter phase of the Moon. By
the end of the second week, we see sunlight reflecting off the entire part of the Moon that is
facing Earth, making the Moon look like a full circle. This is the Full Moon phase.

By the end of the third week, the Third Quarter phase occurs. Half the Moon looks like it
is lit, and it again looks like a half circle. The New Moon returns by the end of the fourth week
and the cycle starts all over again.

Much of what we know about the Moon’s
motion was learned many centuries ago.
Recently, scientists have learned even more. In
1969, Neil Armstrong became the first man to
walk on the Moon. He and his fellow astronaut,
Buzz Aldrin, spent almost an entire day on the
Moon'’s surface. During their brief time on the
Moon, they explored and collected samples from
the surface. In total, there were five manned
missions that landed on the Moon. The first was
in 1969 and the last was in 1972. Until manned
missions went to the Moon, little was known
about the Moon’s geology or its formation.

With the soil and rock samples collected,
scientists could study what the Moon was made
of. And it was not made of cheese! They were
also able to create a theory about the Moon’s
formation. Scientists continue to study the Moon.
There is even talk about going back to the Moon
to do more research. It would seem our closest
neighbor in space may still have a few secrets.

Phases of the Moon

1. If the Moon looks full tonight, what do you predict the Moon will look like in a week?

A. The Moon will still look full.
B. The Moon will look like a half circle.
C. The Moon will look completely dark.



D. We cannot predict what the Moon will look like.

2. Why were the rocks collected during manned missions to the Moon helpful to scientists? Select all
that apply.

A. They helped scientists learn what the Moon was made of.

B. They helped scientists understand that life can exist on the Moon.

C. They helped scientists create a theory about how the Moon was formed.

D. They helped scientists earn a lot of money to fund other science experiments.

3. Why do we see different phases of the moon?

A. Because the Moon rotates on its axis

B. Because the Moon revolves around Earth
C. Because Earth revolves around the Moon
D. Because the Moon revolves around the Sun

4. True or False:
The New Moon phase occurs when the Moon reflects very little light from the Sun.
e True
e False

5. How can you tell the difference between a First Quarter Moon and a Third Quarter Moon?




